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Song:  Love Divine All Loves Excelling 

 
 

Monday, August 14, “Truth-based unity.”      Read Romans 16:17-23 
Romans 16:17 says, “I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create 
obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them.” Division in the church 
happens for many reasons. People don’t like the style of music, they disagree on the color of the carpet, 
they don’t agree with the way leadership in the church is leading, and they take up offenses between 
members wanting others to take sides. Gossiping, complaining, desire for power and influence can all be 
very decisive. At the center of all these attitudes is self. But the Apostle Paul addresses another cause of 
division. People that try to lead others away from “the doctrine that they have been taught.”  The issue 
here is different than chapter 14. There the emphasis was to exhort the strong and the weak Christians 
to live together in mutual respect and unity. But here in Romans 16:17, the approach is different. Here 
Paul says: Avoid them. Divide from them. Why? Because they are promoting doctrine contrary to what 
they had been taught. Unity is a good thing. Paul’s first command is: “Watch out for those who cause 
divisions” - that’s unity. Truth-based unity is what Paul is for. And if there is not unity over truth, Paul 
calls for truth-based division. “Avoid them.” I don’t know how Paul could make it any clearer. He relates 
doctrine and unity as equally important. For Paul, sound doctrine is the basis of unity. It is not “unity at 
any cost.” Without the common doctrine they had been taught, unity would not have been Christian 
unity. So he is willing to call for truth-based disunity (“Avoid them”) for the sake of truth-based unity. 

 What are some issues that potentially cause division in the church? 

 What are the issues that should cause separation (give cause to avoid people)? 
Memory Verse: Romans 16:17 
Prayer – Father, help me to have discernment in what is non-essential and what is contrary to “sound 
doctrine”. 
 
Tuesday, August 15, “Are you naive?”        Read Romans 16:17-23 
Romans 16:18 says, “For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by 
smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.” The enemies of God have always sought 
to conquer the weaker of God’s kingdom. Even now, false teachers seek to deceive the hearts of the 
“naive” (those who lack understanding and wisdom). According to verse 18, these teachers do so "by 
smooth talk and flattery." In order to gain a following, all a teacher must do is sound smart and be able 
to "flatter." If he can present things unfamiliar to his audience, whether factual or not, the simple will 
become enticed with his abilities and follow him. This is why the Bible warns believers to have no 
fellowship with those who teach things contrary to the scripture. God wants us to be sure that what we 
hear measures up with His truth. If a friend says it's ok to pretend you are sick so you won't have to do 
chores, you are “naive” if you believe him. You are wise if you compare his words with God’s truth. If his 
words do not line up, then Paul says “avoid” him! These troublemakers do not serve our Lord Christ, but 

MEMORY VERSE:  Romans 16:17 
I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions 

and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been 
taught; avoid them. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2016.17


their own appetites”—literally their own belly. In other words, the issue is not a simple mistake. Behind 
this smooth talk and division is idolatry, and the idol is himself! Behind division, we almost always find 
worldly passions that have made slaves of the mind. 

 Would Paul consider you naive? Are you following man or scripture?  

 What does a man have to do in order to earn your respect as a teacher of the word of God? 

 What measures can you take to ensure that you are not deceived by those promoting false 
doctrines? 

Memory Verse: Romans 16:17 
Father, give me Your knowledge, understanding, and wisdom. Show me the importance of following 
scripture only. 
 
Wednesday, August 16, “Is your obedience known to all?”Read Romans 16:17-23 

Romans 6:19 says, “For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be 
wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil.” In Great Britain a hallmark is a mark stamped on 
articles of gold, silver, or platinum, certifying their standard of purity or genuiness. The hallmark of a 
true Christian is obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. In Romans 6:19 Paul commends the Roman church 
for being obedient, but not perfect. Paul also wrote to bring caution to the obedient local church of 
Rome. Jesus states quite clearly in Matthew 7:21-23 that people who know Him and are known by Him 
seek to do His will. Do you have the hallmark of a genuine Christian, the desire to obey the teachings of 
Jesus? Do you attempt to obey the Lord Jesus expecting Him to fill you with His power? Do you actively 
read and study the Bible to know what to obey? If you can answer yes to these questions then your 
obedience will be known to all. As believers live in obedience to Jesus, those in authority over them will 
have joy (Hebrews 13:17). As believers live in obedience to Jesus they will be wise to what is good and 
innocent as to what is evil. Obedience to Jesus benefits all people, because doing what is good benefits 
all people. The Greek word for "innocent" has two meanings. The first means, "unmixed, pure.” The 
second definition reads, "of the mind, without a mixture of evil, free from guile, innocent, simple." The 
idea is that we remain pure and untainted from evil. Of course evil is around us all day long. However, 
we are to remain set apart from this wickedness and innocent of it.  

 Would you say that “your obedience to Jesus” is well known?  

 How can you gain more wisdom towards what is good? 

 What are some ways you can protect your “innocence” towards what is evil? 
Memory Verse: Romans 16:17 
Prayer: Father, give me a willingness to take risks in order to love and help others.  
 
Thursday, August 17, “The crushing of Satan.”        Read Romans 16:17-23 
Romans 16:20 says, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you.” If you were watching a battle and saw that the dominate opponent utterly crushed 
his enemy until he was completely destroyed, would you call the victor peaceful? And yet isn’t that what 
this verse says? The “God of peace will soon crush Satan.” Peace and crush don’t usually end up in the 
same sentence. These are the kind of words that cause us to back up, take a second look, and ponder 
what this means. But the co-existing acts of bringing peace and crushing the enemy are not 
contradictory. There is a divine “peace through strength”, especially when the strength represents 
goodness and truth! Paul is expressing a confidence in the fulfillment of the promise that goes all the 
way back to Genesis 3:15. “The God of peace will…” He knows this will happen in the fullness of time. 
God’s purposes cannot be thwarted. Paul expresses a confident expectation in the defeat of Satan. “The 
God of peace will soon…” God will carry out His victorious work in the near future. The truth of the 



matter is, Satan has already been defeated by the work of Jesus on the cross and the power of sin has 
been broken. Satan is now defeated and the resurrection power is in us to overcome the practice of sin. 
And Satan will be defeated so that the very presence of sin will be gone from us once and for all! Truth 
will reign, Satan will be crushed, God’s people will not fall prey to false teachers, and it’s all because of 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Do you know any other scriptures that speak of Satan’s defeat? (Heb. 2:14, 15; 1 Jn 3:8; Rev. 12:10, 
11; Gen. 3:15) 

 How can we assure we won’t stumble into false teaching? (The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you) 

Memory Verse: Romans 16:17 
Prayer:  Father, thank You that Satan is defeated and You have given Your people grace in Christ. 
 
Friday, August 18, “Paul was a team player.”   Read Romans 16:17-23 
Paul was a team player. While he was not closely associated with the original apostles in his ministry, he 
was no “Lone Ranger.” Romans 16:21-23 ends with those who send greetings. We can say that Paul 
intended to keep these two groups—those sending greetings and those greeted—separate. He wanted 
us to keep both groups separate in our minds so that we would realize that he was not alone, either in 
Corinth or in his ministry to the churches. The names mentioned in Romans 16:21-23 are men who 
played a significant part in Paul’s ministry, and he wanted due credit and attention directed to them. The 
unity and harmony he encourages the churches to preserve and practice is that which he modeled in his 
own ministry. The men whom he names include both Jews (“kinsmen”) and Gentiles. This team seems to 
be as diverse as those to whom greetings are sent previously. Paul’s letter came not only from his hand, 
but from that of Tertius, his letter writer. Paul’s words came from the Holy Spirit, dictated through Paul, 
written by Tertius, and confirmed not just from his own heart but from the hearts of those who were 
one with him in ministry. God’s Word is inspired and trustworthy! 

 Read 2 Peter 1:19-21. How did scripture come about? 

 How does Romans 16:20-23 compare to 2 Pet. 1:19-21? Can we trust scripture? Why? 
Memory Verse: Romans 16:17 
Prayer: Father, thank you for giving us Your word in a manner that we can understand it! 
 
Saturday, August 19 – Read Romans 16:25-27 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet with 
your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


